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PROGRAM 


Winter Words 


Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 
Thomas Hardy (1840-1928) 


At Day-close in November 

Midnight on the Great Western (or The Journeying Boy) 

Wagtail and Baby (a Satire) 

The little old Table 

The Choirmaster’s Burial (or the Tenor Man’s Story) 

Proud Songsters (Thrushes, Finches and Nightingales) 

At the Railway Station, Upway (or The Convict and Boy with the Violin) 
Before Life and After 


Please note that photography and recording are strictly prohibited 
during the performance. Kindly turn off all electronic devices 
as a courtesy to the performers and your fellow patrons. 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has been the traditional land 
of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. Today, this meeting place is still 
the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work on this land. 







BIOGRAPHIES 


Lauded for his luminous projection, lyrical sensitivity, 
and brilliant coloratura, American-born Canadian tenor 
Lawrence Wiliford is in high demand in concert, 
opera, and recital repertoire ranging from works by 
Monteverdi to contemporary composers. Lawrence 
has collaborated with conductors such as Jane Glover, 
Matthew Halls, Grant Llewellyn, Bernard Labadie, 
Nicholas McGegan, John Nelson, Yannick Nezet- 
Seguin, Trevor Pinnock, Helmuth Rilling, Nathalie 
Stutzmann, Masaaki Suzuki, and Pinchas Zukerman. 

His diverse opera credits include Mozart’s Cosi fan 
tutte , Don Giovanni , and Die Entfuhrung aus dem 
Serai I; Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream , Albert 
Herring and The Turn of the Screw ; Lully’s Persee, 
and Rameau’s Pygmalion and La Guirlande. Lawrence 
has been involved in a number of world premiere 
performances featuring works by Benjamin Britten, 
Derek Holman, James Rolfe, John Greer, Marjan 
Mozetich, and Zachary Wadsworth among others. 

His recorded projects appear on several labels and 
include a Grammy-nominated and Juno Award¬ 
winning recording of music by Vaughan Williams with 
the Toronto Symphony Orchestra and Peter Oundjian 
(Chandos); J.S. Bach’s Johannes-Passion under the 
direction of Alex Weimann (ATMA Classique); a program 
of late works for tenor and harp by Benjamin Britten 
(ATMA Classique), and sacred songs by Edmund 
Rubbra, Ralph Vaughan Williams and Gustav Holst 
(Stone Records). In addition to his performing schedule, 
Lawrence Wiliford is co-founder and co-artistic director 
of the Canadian Art Song Project with pianist and 
frequent collaborator Steven Philcox. 

One of Canada’s finest collaborative pianists, 

Steven Philcox is a partner of Canada’s vocal elite 
and continues to perform in leading concert halls 


both at home and abroad. Steven was a celebrated 
member of the Canadian Opera Company for 11 
seasons where he served as repetiteur, conductor 
and orchestral continuo player on more than 35 
productions. He is regularly invited to mentor young 
artists at prestigious institutions including: Opera on 
the Avalon, The Banff Centre, Chautauqua Summer 
Institute, Centre for Operatic Studies in Italy (COSI), 
Butler School of Music - University of Texas/Austin, as 
well as university residencies across Canada. Alongside 
tenor Lawrence Wiliford, Steven Philcox is co-artistic 
director of Canadian Art Song Project (CASP), an 
organization committed to engaging composers, 
poets, performers, and audiences in the shared goal of 
preserving, promoting and building Canada’s rich body 
of song literature. He is director of Toronto Summer 
Music’s Art of Song program and is currently Associate 
Professor and head of Collaborative Piano Studies at 
the University of Toronto. 

Eric Domville is a Professor Emeritus in English 
literature at the University of Toronto, where he taught 
at all levels for 30 years. Since his retirement, he has 
concentrated on the relationship between words and 
music in song and opera. Eric has given many pre¬ 
performance talks for the Canadian Opera Company 
and Opera Atelier, and delivered lectures to opera 
guilds across Ontario. For over 20 years, he has acted 
as commentator for the Music and Poetry series at 
the University of Toronto Faculty of Music. Currently, 
in addition to presenting opera courses at various 
institutions, Eric Domville appears as a guest presenter 
of programs on classical music on CIUT, the University 
of Toronto’s radio station at 89.5 FM. Many of his 
articles on operas have appeared in the program books 
of the Canadian Opera Company. 


Coming up at Thursdays at Noon 

Jan 30 DMA Competition Winner: Bryn Blackwood, piano 

Feb 6 Clear Things May Not Be Seen : Bob Becker and Guests 

Feb 13 What Makes Human Compositions Human?-. 

lecture-recital with the Interro Quartet 


Follow @UofTMusic 
Visit www.music.utoronto.ca 


The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 

bloorstculturecorridor.com 


BLOOR ST. 
CULTURE 
CORRIDOR 






